
Welcome to the 2018 winter issue of our 

Greening Vermillion Newsletter.  We hope 

2018 is treating you well and that you are stay-

ing warm during these cold months. 

 

We’ve been busy here at Greening Vermillion.  

In September, we co-sponsored Al Gore’s 

movie “An Inconvenient Sequel” with the Liv-

ing River Group of the Sierra Club. The movie drew visitors not 

only from Vermillion but also from Iowa, Minnesota, and Nebraska.  

In fact, the film was so well attended the Coyote Twin had to open their second screen!  After the movie, 

Greening Vermillion board member and USD Associate Professor of Earth Science, Mark Sweeney, answered 

questions and provided commentary on the film. 

 

October found us marching in the D-Days parade and handing 

out stickers to promote our Bring Your Bag campaign, an ef-

fort to reduce single-use plastics bags in Vermillion.  We 

rounded out 2017 with the Art of Sustainability event, honor-

ing Nancy Carlsen.  More on that can be found later in this 

newsletter. 

 

Coming into 2018, we’re looking into some new projects!  We 

are in the early stages of determining the feasibility of hosting 

an e-waste recycle drive in Vermillion.  We are also trying to secure funding for a guide that informs new and 

current residents what and where they can recycle. We hope to specifically target mobile homes and apartment 

complexes where curbside recycling is not an option. In the meantime, preparations for Earth Days are well 

under way. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Community Members: 

 

Winter 2018 Issue 2 

Greening Vermillion Newsletter 

In this issue 
• WELCOME 

• EARTH DAYS 2018 

• ART OF SUSTAINABILITY 

 

Attendance at the Inconvenient Sequel showing, cosponsored by Greening 

Vermillion and the Living River Group. 

Greening Vermillion marching in the D-Days parade. 

https://www.greeningvermillion.org/bring-your-bag
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Earth Days 2018 

Earth Days will take place April 16–21. Based on feedback, we’ve decided to balance the week with one 

big event every day, but we will still have a variety of events to suit everyone’s taste.   We’re also aiming 

for a lighthearted theme.  With that in mind, our Earth Days movie will be the animated film “FernGully: 

The Last Rainforest” sponsored by the Friends of the Vermillion Public Library.  The keynote speaker will 

be Peter Toscano, co-sponsored by the USD Department of Sustainability, and the USD Diversity symposi-

um.  Toscano is an activist who uses comedy and storytelling to explore climate change and social justice.  

Other events on our docket include a hike at Mulberry Bend, planting trees, Green Thursday on the Platz, 

and the USD Earth Days Fair in the MUC. 

 

For more information, keep an eye on our Facebook page.  We’ll be posting the complete schedule and an-
nouncements closer to the event. 

The Art of Sustainability 

The 6th annual Art of Sustainability took place Oct. 21–22, 2017.  The event began with a hike along 
the new Frost Trail.  A group of about 20 people followed the wooded trail to the banks of the Mis-

souri, guided by Tim Cowman of the South Dakota Geological Survey and Missouri River Institute.  

 
The following day, artists, scientists, activists, and members of the 
community gathered to break bread at a potluck and celebrate the 
Missouri River and the legacy of Nancy Carlsen.  Carlsen, who had 
a long career in environmental activism, education, and community 
service, was a well-loved and well-respected member of the Vermil-
lion community.  Her highly detailed and lovingly drawn maps of 
the region were displayed around the venue.  A print of her work 
entitled “Clay County Weave” was raffled off, with proceeds going 
to Greening Vermillion.  
 

Speakers that night included Alan Wittmuss, an environmental 
scientist with the SD Department of Environment and National 
Resources, Pat and Kelly Kistner with the Izaak Walton League 
talking about the League’s Clean Water Challenge, and Susan 
Port who discussed her efforts to educate the public about city 
storm drains. 
 

You can read more about this event in the article from October 
23, 2017, edition of the Volante at http://
volanteonline.com/2017/10/art-of-sustainability-features-local-
artists-solutions-from-scientists/  

Participants in the 2017 Art of Sustainability event hiking the 

Frost Trail 

Enjoying the Missouri River as part of Art of Sustainability 

https://www.facebook.com/greeningvermillion/
https://www.greeningvermillion.org/art-of-sustainabiity
http://www.iwla.org/conservation/water/clean-water-challenge
http://volanteonline.com/2017/10/art-of-sustainability-features-local-artists-solutions-from-scientists/
http://volanteonline.com/2017/10/art-of-sustainability-features-local-artists-solutions-from-scientists/
http://volanteonline.com/2017/10/art-of-sustainability-features-local-artists-solutions-from-scientists/
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We’re on the Web! 

www.greeningvermillion.org 

Facebook.com/greeningvermillion 

Your Greening Vermillion Board of Directors 
 
Meghann Jarchow - Chair   Kelly Dilliard - Board Member 
Maggie Pettersen - Vice Chair  Mark Daniels - Board Member 
Morgan Carnes - Treasurer  Mark Sweeney - Board Member 
Sara Packard - Secretary   Jenny Fierro - Board Member 

G R E E N I N G  V E R M I L L I O N  

FRIENDS OF GREENING VERMILLION 

Like what you see?  Want to help? Consider becoming a Friend of Greening Vermillion!  With 
your donation of $25 or more, you’ll receive one of our reusable bags and a window cling for 
your vehicle or business to show your support.  In addition, we’ll add you to our mailing list so 
you can receive Greening Vermillion updates and opportunities to volunteer. For more infor-
mation or to become a Friend, please visit our website or fill out the form below. 

greeningvermillion@gmail.com 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

City                                 State 

Zip 

Yes! I want to become a Friend! 

Please enclose this form + $25 and mail to: Greening Vermillion, PO Box 146 Vermillion, SD 

57069 

Email 

Please recycle 

http://www.greeningvermillion.org/get-involved

